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in wesT afRica

the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung works with partner organiza-
tions in Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali, Ghana, Guinea, Niger, 
and Nigeria. As of 2010 the regional office for coordinating 
these activities is located in Dakar.

Although the population structure in this region is young 
with relatively high growth rates, young adults are often 
not involved in the political process on a basis of equality. 
The reasons for this – apart from the deep-rooted traditional 
veneration for age – lie in poor schooling and widespread 
functional illiteracy. Health care generally leaves a lot to be 
desired, while access to clean water and electricity is inade-
quate. In most societies women do not enjoy equal rights, 
often having less access to educational opportunities and 
political participation. 

The often extremely poor situation of large sections of the 
population as regards basic public services, such as food se-
curity, access to drinking water, health, education and elec-
tricity, is particularly acute in rural areas. The promotion of 
rural development is thus of paramount significance for the 
partner projects the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung supports in 
the region. Therefore the Foundation cooperates with youth 
and women organizations and supports farmer associations 
and trade unions advocating for the interests of their mem-
bers. In addition Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung fights together 
with its partners against slavery and the exploitation of mi-
neral resources but for food security; access to information 
and education; alternative economic and social policies as 
well as protecting or improving the management of natural 
resources. Together with community radios the Foundation 
makes a particular effort to raise the level of information by 
means of special broadcasts and events as a prerequisite for 
an effective participation in the democratic decision-making 
process.

in easT afRica

the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung began its activities in the sec-
ond half of 2009. It opened a regional office in Dar es Salaam 
in 2012 and cooperates with partner organizations in Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. 

East Africa has many problems – disadvantaged women and 
youth, rural areas that are classic cases of socio-economic 
underdevelopment, exclusion of large sections of the popula-
tion from access to public goods – which also afflict Western 
and Southern Africa. There are two overlapping and interact-
ing challenges that are in the forefront of the activities of the 
Foundation’s partners in the region. The first is the participa-
tion of civil society in the process of negotiating an Economic 
Partnership Agreement between the East Africa Community 
and the European Union. The activities aim at creating trans-
parency, ensuring participation, assessing the consequences 
and proposing alternatives that protect the interests of the 
weaker sections of the population and strengthen the posi-
tion of civil society. The second is to tackle the question of 
human development in rural areas as a combination of secur-
ing access to basic public services and sustainable resource-
management; land rights and the effects of climate change 
are important points of reference here. 

This is keeping in line with the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung’s 
aim of securing access to the basic benefits of a self-deter-
mined life in the sense of sustainable self-development for 
each and every individual. Particular support is given to ini-
tiatives which improve the actors‘ ability to shape their des-
tiny independently in a way that goes beyond the mastering 
of one special problem. For the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung 
and its partners it is important to promote the capability for 
political interventions. 

in souTheRn afRica

the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung has been represented with a 
regional office in Johannesburg since 2003. It is currently 
cooperating with more than 20 non-governmental organiza-
tions, scholarly institutes and (union-affiliated) educational 
institutions in the Republic of South Africa, Zimbabwe, Mo-
zambique, Mauritius, Zambia, Botswana and Namibia.

Since 1994, the year of the first democratic elections, the 
Republic of South Africa has developed into a democratic, 
politically stable market-economy. Nevertheless the past still 
continues to cast its long shadow over the present, particu-
larly as regards coming to terms with the human rights viola-
tions of the Apartheid era. Furthermore, this process is ac-
companied by neo-liberal economic concepts involving the 
commercialization and privatization of public goods, thus 
making access to the latter a function of cash income. Far 
too many people who were systematically disadvantaged by 
colonialism and Apartheid are still waiting for an improve-
ment in their social and economic circumstances.

Although the neighbouring states in which the Rosa-Lux-
emburg-Stiftung works together with civil-society partners 
are relatively stable politically. They are still marred by high 
levels of social inequality. In Southern Africa the Foundation 
focusses on supporting transformation processes in the in-
terests of a socio-economic development based on justice 
and solidarity. Cooperation with labour-affiliated research 
and educational institutions is of particular importance for 
the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung in the region.



Rosa LuxembuRg sTifTung

The Rosa-LuxembuRg-sTifTung in afRica

Inspired by the ideas of a democratic socialism and solidari-
ty-based cooperation, the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung – which 
is associated with the German political party DIE LINKE – 
strives together with its partners worldwide for a socio-eco-
logical transformation of society by building on tangible im-
provements in the here and now. 

Currently the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung collaborates with 
some 300 partner organizations in more than 50 countries. It 
maintains 18 offices. For the implementation of programmes 
the Foundation draws on funds from the budgets of the Fe-
deral Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
and the German Foreign Office.

In West, East and Southern Africa the Rosa-Luxemburg-
Stiftung cooperates with about 70 partners, having offices 
in Johannesburg (South Africa), Dakar (Senegal), and Dar es 
Salaam (Tanzania). 

deveLoping aLTeRnaTives 

All over Africa there is a growing awareness that neo-liberal 
economic concepts and structural adjustment programmes – 
to which governments and international financial institutions, 
such as the World Bank and International Monetary Fund, 
often claim there is no alternative – tend to inhibit rather than 
facilitate self-determined development. There is a growing 
conviction that it is both necessary and possible to design 
alternatives and make them a reality.

Such alternative concepts are the result of political struggles. 
They are developed and put into practice by civil-society ac-
tors – whether in the cooperative movement, in political par-
ties or within the framework of trade-union initiatives and 
campaigns. The Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung collaborates with 
many such initiatives in Africa, both with networks and re-
search institutes on the one hand and teaching and training 
institutions on the other.

encouRaging democRaTic  

co-deTeRminaTion fRom beLow  

and enfoRcing human RighTs

Africa south of the Sahara is a subcontinent with very differ-
ent societies and systems of governance. In many countries 
democratic participation rights are enshrined in the constitu-
tion. However the gap between constitutional provisions on 
paper and constitutional reality is often still very wide. The 
necessary knowledge of democratic participation rights is 
not yet universal. Large sections of the population lack the 
basic necessities for actively exercising their political rights – 
such as literacy or official documents and identification pa-
pers. In addition, discrimination on the basis of sex, age or 
ethnic identity is widespread. Liberal democratic models 
repeatedly fail because they are not able to achieve co-de-
termination and participation in everyday life. Thus they will 
have to be conceived on a more comprehensive scale if real 
democratization and self-determination are to be attained.

In many countries civil-society organizations have been 
formed in order to overcome these difficulties. The Rosa-
Luxem burg-Stiftung works with such organizations in the 
field of civic education in an effort to incorporate the con-
cerns and interests of marginalized groups in political deci-
sion-making and convey to them a better understanding of 
how they can actively participate on all levels of governance.

pRoviding and defending access  

To pubLic goods 

As in Europe, but also in other states of the northern hemi-
sphere, public services are being privatized or commercial-
ized in Africa too. The consequences for the poorer sections 
of the population are generally devastating as the introduc-
tion or increase of user charges, fees or levies seriously 
impedes their access to education, electricity, drinking wa-
ter, courts and information much more difficult. They are 
frequently even excluded from the use of those goods and 
services which are indispensable for a self-determined life 
under decent conditions.

In Africa, the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung cooperates with 
networks, organizations, community radios and newspa-
pers, journalists or even individual activists who are fighting 
against the exclusion of the poor from access to basic public 
services. The Foundation and its partners in Africa operate 
in worldwide networks – such as the Social Forum Move-
ment – in order to strive at global level for assured access to 
public goods and hence secure the chances for a decent life 
for everyone.

idenTiTy, pasT and fuTuRe –  
sTRengThening civiL socieTy

History – or rather its interpretation – is the subject of in-
tellectual and sometimes even physical disputes, not just in 
Africa. In Africa, however, it is not uncommon for the inter-
pretation of historical events to serve as a justification for 
actions which in turn can lead to violent conflicts. Ethnicity, 
tradition and identity are deliberately constructed from his-
tory in order to shape the future to serve one’s own interests. 
Thus historical understanding and historical awareness not 
only affect the present, but also have consequences extend-
ing far into the future – by laying, for example, the founda-
tions for peaceful co-existence or by serving as a justification 
for future conflicts. Above all, in states which only recently 
experienced profound changes in their systems of govern-
ment and/or constitutional framework, the reassessment of 
the past and the dissemination of an amended view of his-
tory – both in schools and in public life – are of vital signifi-
cance to identity formation.

In Southern Africa in particular the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung 
supports initiatives and organizations that are struggling to 
come to terms with the most recent history. The results of 
this work are reflected both in school curricula and (adult) 
civic education. In addition, the Foundation is engages in the 
documentation of human rights violations and promotes the 
publication of relevant information. 

mission sTaTemenT

of The cenTRe foR inTeRnaTionaL  

diaLogue and coopeRaTion

«Freedom is always the Freedom  

oF the one who thinks diFFerently

Freedom is always the Freedom  

oF dissenters» roSa luXemBurg

The Centre for International Dialogue and Cooperation (ZID), together 
with its partners around the globe, conceptualises and implements 
the international work of the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung. 

we visualize For the Future

a democratic socialist society in which the free development of every 
individual is the foundation for the free development of all. This soci-
ety is characterised by emancipation, equal rights and multiple forms 
of democratic participation as a valued practice; a meaningful and 
good life is permanently possible. Therefore, our vision aims at over-
coming racist, sexist, colonial and imperial relationships of power and 
exploitation and is aimed at enabling everybody to access those as-
sets of freedom essential to a self-determined life.

in collaboration with our partners

we strive for a socio-ecological restructuring of society which builds 
on concrete enhancements made here and now. We operate in the 
spirit of internationalism, based on the experiences und scientific 
knowledge of the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung and its partners world-
wide. Exchanges, in solidarity and open for critique, on common 
challenges and divergent interests are the basis for dialogue and co-
operation on an equal footing.

we enable and Facilitate

emancipatory changes towards a transformation of our civilizational 
values. Democratic participation, education, health and social security 
are fundamental common goods; decent work is part of a fulfilled life; 
freedom is more than the absence of war. We advocate a sustainable 
relationship between human beings and nature.

we explore and test 

socially and ecologically sustainable alternatives to capitalist society 
models. Drawing on various experiences and practices of left actors, 
we critically scrutinise and analyse social processes in their complex-
ity. Along with our partners we utilise our findings to foster a non-
violent transformation of society.

we network and open spaces

together with emancipatory, democratic organisations, institutions 
and individuals to achieve global changes through local and regional 
action. As part of internationalist networks we open spaces for dia-
logue and co-operation to stimulate interaction based on mutual trust. 
We understand exchange on left politics and strategies – open for a 
dialogue based on critique in solidarity – as a chance to learn from 
each other and to jointly shape a prosperous future.


