
TOLERATED OR SENT AWAY
Orders to leave the EU and actual departures, 2020
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It is one of the peculiarities of the data that the authorities
include "tolerated" individuals in the number of people who
are "required to leave", although many of them in fact do not
have to leave the EU. This leads to the false impression that
asylum seekers whose applications have been rejected 
routinely seek to avoid their responsibilities. In 2020, around
400,000 persons were ordered to depart; of these, 70,000
officially returned to their countries of origin. The figures 
mainly reflect deportations; "voluntary" departures are 
notcounted. Those who remained were mainly tolerated, or
had active court cases – because they had appealed 
against their deportation orders, for example..
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