ARROWS LOOK LIKE LINES OF ATTACK

Failed and deficient cartographic presentations

Arrows on maps have their origin in military
cartography. They show military operations, attacks
and advances. The message remains the same today.
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In the Frontex map reproduced here, the arrows are
also oversized. They represent a total of 76,000
people, while the EU is home to 450 million people
and the African countries named have a total
population of 609 million.
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Area colours on maps of nationalities neglect
minorities. Even the symbols give only vague
information. Where there was no overall
majority, the Hungarian cartographer Laslo
Sebok resorted to grey - usually the standard
colour for the unknown.

Only the pie charts for the cities of Banja
Luka und Zenica adequately reflect the true
relationships. The mass expulsions in the
Bosnian war of 1992 caused the grey of
diversity to disappear - replaced by new
absolute majorities almost everywhere..
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Presentation by research institutes in
Germany and Hungary, 1998:
nationalities in western Bosnia,
census of 1991
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