
Geneva

A SENSE OF SECURITY
Regularization in Switzerland in 2017/18 – survey of migrants with and without a recently issued residence permit in the Swiss
canton of Geneva about their material, social and health situation

... have frequent
anxiety attacks

... are fairly or very
isolated

... remit money to their 
country of origin

... have experienced racism

... have not seen a doctor 
in the last 12 months

... have several health
problems at the same time
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without documents recently regularized or eligible

44 years 13 years

Operation Papyrus in 2017/18 resulted in 2,390 migrants in the 
Geneva Canton becoming regularized. To qualify, they had to be 
employed, financially self-sufficient and without a criminal record, 
to have lived in the canton for 5 years with schoolchildren or 
10 years without, and to speak French at the A2 (basic) level, which 
counts as evidence of integration. Social scientists followed the 
preparations and regularization process closely and published 
their 4-year research study as the "Parchemins project" in 2019.
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... could not pay an 
unexpected bill
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Respondents: 235 without documents, 202 recently regularized. 
Questions on persons per room and household income: 231 without documents, 195 regularized, 175 born in Switzerland
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