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NOT A LOT OF HOPE
Demographic and economic trends affected by migration in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, selected
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The Yugoslav republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina had a populaton of about 
4.5 million people in 1988. After the war
of 1992–95 it had 800,000 fewer people
as a result of deaths and displacements. 

Remittances by migrants to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina amount to around
2 billion US dollars a year – though
with a lot of variation.

In the 1990s, the country
would not have survived 
economically without 
remittances. Their share 
of gross domestic product 

is still around 10 percent.

Remittances per person – including for children and 
retirees – have averaged around 600 US dollars a month. 
For a four-person household, that equates to a boost of 
more than one month’s income each year, both in dollar 
terms and in the national currency, the convertible mark.

Unemployment in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
falling, in part as a result of emigration. It is 
significantly higher for women than for men. 
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For well-educated 
people there were at
first a lot of jobs, but 
as unemployment in
this group rose, many 
left the country. The
joblessness rate has 
since fallen again. 
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