WAY TO GO

Main routes through Mexico taken by migrant caravans from northern Central America to the US border
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Less well-known is that hundreds of people still set off on foot in groups,
headed for towns where officials will issue temporary residence permits
valid for 30 days, which allow the holder to board buses and trains to
Mexico's northern border. The USA continues to deport many migrants
to the south without first checking their grounds for asylum or initiating
asylum procedures for them on Mexican territory. Mexico likewise
deports large numbers to Guatemala: 29,000 people in the first seven
months of 2022 alone. In the same period, Guatemala deported

11,000 people to Honduras to prevent Honduran caravans from moving on.

Probably the best-known
forms of migrant self-
help organizations are
the caravans in Mexico.
Malnutrition and hunger,
pressure from drug
gangs, and frequent
murders resulted in
several hundred, then
thousands of people
from Guatemala

setting out on foot
together towards the
USA. Most caravans
broke up before they
reached the US border.
That was up to 2018.
Since 2019, some 47,000
soldiers and national
guards have prevented
the formation of large
caravans.
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