ANTI-CASTE HISTORIES AND
SOLIDARITIES: LECTURE SERIES
ORGANIZED BY DBAV WOMEN, TRANS & NON-BINARY PEOPLE’S COLLECTIVE AND SASAS
IN COLLABORATION WITH ROSA LUXEMBURG STIFTUNG

SARITA PARIYAR 08 april 2022 - 17:00 cet
Sarita Pariyar is a writer and social justice activist. Sarita is also the Principal Investigator of Just
Futures Initiative that aims to engender new narratives of Dalit women at Samata Foundation. Sarita
is the founding convener of the international Darnal Award for Social Justice. She serves on the Board
of Samata Foundation, the Madhesh Foundation, and Accountability Lab.
She writes on politics of caste, gender, sexuality with a
particular focus on lived experiences of Dalit women. Her
work has been published in newspapers, magazines, and
journals. She is author of a children's book “Utsukta” that
deals with caste questions from an intergenerational
perspective. She delivers public-lectures on caste
questions and social justice issues.
She holds a Master’s degree in Sociology and a Bachelor’s
degree in Journalism and English Literature from Tribhuvan
University. Currently, she is pursuing legal studies at the
Nepal Law School, Kathmandu. In 2020, she was selected
as a Fellow of the prestigious Draper Hills Summer Fellows
on Democracy, Development and Rule of Law at Stanford
University. In 2021, she was selected as the recipient of the
Fulbright Fellowship.

Utsukta: Reimagining Intergenerational
Caste Narratives and Futures of anti-caste
solidarities in the making
Drawing on Utsukta, her recently published book on caste-questions, Sarita will discuss the
signiﬁcance of rethinking narratives on dignity and intergenerational solidarity. Further through
examples from her initiative ‘Engendering New Narratives for Just Futures: Nepali Dalit Women and
the COVID-19 Pandemic’ Sarita will articulate on the challenges Nepali Dalit women have faced
during pandemic and the need of an intersectional lens. Lastly, she will reﬂect on the work she has
been engaged in around cross border anti-caste solidarities that are in the making. Sarita believes
that even imperfect global anti-caste communities are on the path of solidarities. She hopes that this
envisioning of collective anti-caste futures will give strength to the new generations in going forward.

SWATI KAMBLE

MODERATOR
Swati Kamble is a Dalit-Bahujan activist and intersectional
feminist. She has completed a doctorate from the University
of Geneva. Her research interests involve studying the
marginalised communities with an intersectional and
reﬂexive lens and committing to bringing their narratives to
the forefront both in academia and policy. These narratives
are created collaboratively with the marginalised
communities as the active agents and in charge.
As a person from a marginalised community, she ﬁnds it of
utmost importance that her research practice stems from
social justice and recognising the knowledge emerging
from the communities. Her research focuses on studying
the impact of Dalit women’s activism on the policy process
in Maharashtra.

Dalit women’s engagement in anti-caste feminist history has created valuable knowledge that can be
instrumental in making the Indian policy process equitable and intersectional. She is currently
developing a project on solidarities and archival of diverse anti-caste communities in India and the
digital lives of activists from these anti-caste locations. She is also collaborating with the India and Me
collective, a group of scholars and activists in India and the UK, in developing anti-caste, critical
pedagogical modules to engage with the South Asian diaspora around the issues of caste, class,
gender, religion, and intersectionality.

DISHA WADEKAR 16 april 2022 - 17:00 cet
Disha Wadekar is an independent advocate practising in the Supreme Court of India. She has
previously worked as an associate at the chambers of Sr. Adv. Indira Jaising on constitutional bench
matters, including the Sabarimala and Jarnail Singh (reservation in promotions) cases.
Wadekar has also headed a legal resource centre in India
set up as a London School of Economics project. In addition,
she has worked as a Consultant Advocate for the Death
Penalty Project at National Law University, Delhi, and the
Centre for Women’s Development Studies, New Delhi.
Furthermore, she is the ﬁrst Law and Justice Visiting Scholar
at Jindal Global Law School, where she teaches a course on
Caste, Courts, and the Constitution.
She is the co-founder and President of CEDE- an
organisation working towards a diverse and inclusive legal
profession and the judiciary. In addition, she regularly
writes for various media platforms on the dynamics of law
and marginalisation.

The Caste of Dissent
The speaker would attempt to problematise the popular discourse around dissent that mainly
focuses on the category of political prisoners (dissenting individuals) while systematically erasing the
experiences of the historically criminalised communities (dissenting identities). The socio-cultural
presence and assertions of marginalised castes, tribal and nomadic communities have been a
constant threat to the Brahmanical State. Despite this, their resistance in the face of persistent state
persecution and atrocities has not been treated as “valid dissent.” The criminalisation and targeting
by laws and the modern criminal justice system is a unique tool resorted to by the Brahmanical State
to disenfranchise “dissenting communities.”
However, the near absence of caste-tribe analysis on dissent has invisibilised the problem of
Dalit-Bahujan, Adivasi, and Vimukta incarceration. On the one hand, the hyper-visibility and
over-surveillance of marginalised communities vis-a-vis the criminal justice system and their erasure
in the popular discourse on dissent is ‘an absented presence always in erasure.’

NIKITA SONAVANE

MODERATOR

Nikita Sonavane has worked as a legal researcher and an
advocate for ﬁve years. She has co-founded the ‘Criminal
Justice and Police Accountability Project (CPAProject).’
CPAProject is a Bhopal-based litigation, and research
intervention focused on building accountability against the
criminalisation of marginalised communities by the Police
and the criminal justice system. Her writings have been at
the intersection of policing, caste, and digitisation of the
criminal justice system in India. Nikita has previously
worked on issues of local governance, forest rights, and
gender in the Adivasi region of Dang in Gujarat. She
graduated with a BA (Political Science) degree from St.
Xavier’s College, Mumbai, and an LL.B. degree from
Government Law College, Mumbai. Nikita holds an LL.M in
Law and Development. Nikita has previously worked on
issues of local governance, forest rights, and gender in the
Adivasi region of Dang in Gujarat. She graduated with a B.A.
(Political Science) degree from St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai
and an LL.B. degree from Government Law College,
Mumbai. Nikita holds an LL.M in Law and Development
degree from Azim Premji University (APU), Bangalore. Her
writings have been published by the AI Now Institute at
NYU, Indian Express, the Hindu, Caravan among others.

KANTHI SWAROOP 21 april 2022 - 17:00 cet
Kanthi Swaroop is a PhD candidate at the Centre for Policy Studies, Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay. His research focuses on Sanitation and Urban theory.

Caste and COVID -19:
Recasting Sanitation
Work in India
Since time immemorial, caste has played a decisive role in
determining sanitation work in India. In the wake of the
COVID - 19 outbreak, the role of sanitation workers in
containing the infection spread has been widely discussed.
Here, the focus is on the sacriﬁces of sanitation workers by
foreclosing any possible debate on their rights. For India,
COVID -19 also proved to be a catalyst of social and
technological change that brought globally circulating
discourses and practices which put sanitation work on a
new footing —a discourse and practice beyond caste.
While COVID-19 provoked the conceptual transformation of sanitation workers from taboo
ﬁgures to more respected workers in the valued cluster of public health warriors, this
acknowledgement and recognition did not last long, rapidly fading away with the disappearance of
fear induced by the virus. Through insights I gained from my ﬁeldwork in Hyderabad, I discuss how
these are complex transformations where certain forms of old associations between dirt, caste, and
occupation are reproduced in newer ways.

PALASHI WAGHELA

MODERATOR

Palashi Vaghela is a Dalit feminist scholar, writer, poet,
activist, and engineer who is currently a PhD Candidate in
Information Science at Cornell University. Her research
interests lie at the intersection of science and technology
studies, socio-cultural anthropology, and feminist studies.
Her dissertation is an ethnography and oral history study of
gender and caste relations in the Indian computing industry.
Her research has been supported by the Cornell Institute of
Social Sciences, Mario Einaudi Center for International
Studies, Social Science Research Council-Mellon
Foundation, and the University of Siegen.
She is a student and early-career representative of the
Feminist Scholarship Division of the International
Communication Association. She has been working at the
intersection of society and technology for the last ten years
and practices critical hope in her work and life through the
art of storytelling. She tweets at @lapshiii, and her written
works in multiple publications, including CHI and CSCW,
can be found here - https://bit.ly/37BxWzo

ZAINAB AMAL 28 april 2022 - 17:00 cet
Zainab Amal works as an independent researcher
associated with various civil rights organisations. She
graduated from one of the top-ranked colleges in India that
promises a magical experience to its students, but her
experiences were anything but magical, owing to her social
locations. Being a Muslim woman at a time of growing
intolerance, she poignantly understands what it means to
be at the receiving end of systemic oppression.
Zainab staunchly believes that marginalised communities
need to ﬁnd paths of mutual solidarity to collectively reach
an intersectional practice rooted in anti-caste,
anti-Islamophobic, and gender just transformative justice.

RUPALI BANSODE

MODERATOR

Rupali Bansode holds a PhD in Sociology from the Indian
Institute of Technology Delhi. She will soon join the
Department of South Asia Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania as a Postdoctoral Fellow. Here, she will be
spearheading the department’s new initiative entitled
“Caste and Race: Past and Present.”

Anti-Caste Anti Islamophobic Positionality:
Contemporary Reﬂections of a Hijabi
Zainab’s address will broadly cover her experiences of researching anti-caste violence in history
(mainly the Marichjhapi Massacre of 1979), the Hijab being politicised and the unforgiving experience
of being visibly Muslim, and her journey of ﬁnding anti-Islamophobic and anti-caste solidarities
coexisting in same spaces further leading to understanding Bahujan positionality.

MANU KAUR

05 may 2022 - 17:00 cet
Manu is a Dalit, queer, nonbinary community organiser &
educator committed to dismantling casteism in the
diaspora. They have been supporting national eﬀorts to
make caste a protected category in institutional
anti-discrimination policies in the USA.
Manu is deeply invested in Dalit futurisms &amp; healing
from cycles of trauma & harm. They are called to do this
work by their ancestors. Their work is rooted in advocacy
&amp; love for caste-oppressed communities.

SHRUJANA N SHRIDHAR

MODERATOR

Shrujana N Shridhar is an illustrator and artist based in
Mumbai. She works on children’s books and editorial
illustrations. Her work centres on anti-caste expression
from an Ambedkarite and feminist perspective.
Shrujana runs the Dalit Panther Archive, which focuses on
digitising and translating Little Magazines and literature
published by the members of the Dalit Panther movement.

How casteism shows up in the diaspora:
the urgent need for caste protections
How does Casteism function in the diaspora? What does being anti-caste entail? This lecture will
discuss & unpack how casteism thrives in the diaspora & why adding caste as a protected category is
a crucial ﬁrst step in protecting Diasporic Dalits.

ANTI-CASTE HISTORIES AND SOLIDARITIES
Dalit, Bahujan, Adivasi, Vimukta, and other anti-caste
communities in South Asia, have long-standing
histories of ﬁghting against caste oppression. In their
eﬀorts, these diverse communities have envisioned
democratic futures, futures free of caste, be it in the
form of the utopia of Begumpura (city without
sorrows) or by converting into other egalitarian faiths
or imagining collective identities. For long, these
communities have fostered solidarities that have
been in the making, at times contested, other times
fragile, and yet other times strong and emancipatory.
Through
oral
histories,
these
knowledge
communities have passed on equally emancipatory
ideologies. With each passing generation, they have
reimagined
and
redeﬁned
themselves. To
commemorate this rich past and to continue the
contemporary dialectics, ‘Dalit Bahujan Adivasi
Vimukta Women, Trans, Non-binary People’s
Collective’ and ‘South Asian Scholars and Activists
Solidarity’ bring forth this ‘Anti-caste Histories and
Solidarities’ lecture series in collaboration with
Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung.

In this series, some contemporary intellectuals,
writers, artists, and activists from diverse anti-caste
locations will reﬂect on pertinent questions: how do
historically oppressed diverse communities with
emancipatory movement histories investigate,
imagine, and build anti-caste solidarities? Why is
engagement with these histories and solidarities
critical? How caste still dominates and shapes the
lived realities of Dalits and many other marginalised
groups in India? How do the state and its system as it
exists fails and yet remain the only source for the
oppressed castes and minorities to seek justice?
These are some of the challenging questions
scholars and activists of anti-caste scholarship and
movements have engaged with for several decades.
Yet many questions remain unanswered, get
distorted, or remain sidelined due to their
complexities. This lecture series attempts to engage
with these complex questions in the spirit of
continuing the knowledge exchange.

DALIT BAHUJAN ADIVASI VIMUKTA WOMEN, TRANS
AND NON-BINARY PEOPLE’S COLLECTIVE
DBAV Women, Trans, and Non-binary People’s
Collective is an autonomous group of three
generations of Dalit-Bahujan-Adivasi, Vimukta, and
Trans and non-binary activists. The collective’s
members are engaged in transnational, national,
regional, and grassroots activism. Many are research
scholars, academics, artists, poets, writers,
journalists, lawyers, and other professionals. This
engagement in anti-caste activism, knowledge
production, and praxis span ﬁve decades.

As a group, we strive for horizontal and inclusive
collaborations. We acknowledge the strength and
challenges our diversity brings. We aim for utmost
respect and dignity for members that face multiple
marginalities and are the most marginalised even
within the oppressed communities. Our ﬁght for the
annihilation of caste and gender justice is
intersectional - we believe for all oppressed to be
free, the most marginalised should be free.

SOUTH ASIAN SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS
SOLIDARITIES (SASAS)
SASAS is a self-organised group of activists,
students, and researchers in Germany and Europe.
Anti-caste,
intersectional
feminism,
and
non-hierarchical autonomy are the core ideologies
of our collective. Our aim is to commemorate the
contributions of anti-caste social revolutionaries and
generate awareness around the issues of caste and
caste-based discrimination that continues in South
Asia and around the globe. Further, we also aim to
build solidarity with other resistance movements,
particularly of Black, Indigenous and People of
Colour, Roma Sinti, and migrant groups in Germany
and Europe. In 2017, a group of South Asian scholars
and activists came together to reﬂect on ways to
generate critical consciousness in the West around
anti-caste history in India and South Asia.

We began celebrating Dalit History Month by
organising art exhibitions across Europe in 2018
called ‘Colours of Rebellion’. Dalit History Month
celebration became an avenue to showcase and
amplify art, intellectual and activist works of
historically marginalised communities in India and
provide a platform to various Dalit and anti-caste
voices and perspectives from South Asia. In 2021 we
engaged with the contemporary Dalit scholarship
through a lecture series on caste, class, gender and
religious
intersectionalities.
This
year,
we
collaborate with DBAV Women, Trans, Non-binary
People’s Collective on this ‘Anti-caste histories and
solidarities’ lecture series.

THE ARTWORK
We thank the artist ‘The Big Fat Bao’ for the artwork she has made for this event. The artwork places anti-caste
revolutionaries and the speakers of our lecture series together in unison. It portrays what we envision in our
lecture series this year and future ones, a dialogue between the anti-caste revolutionaries of yesteryears and
new generations of intellectuals, artists and activists. The past generations’ knowledge and strength live on in
the dialectic of new generations, so the caravan carries on.

